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good, and they are remarkably free from 
printer's errors. 

O. B. Super. 
Dickinson College. 



CHA UCER. 
Chancers Liv og Digtning. Af Otto Jes- 

persen. Studier fra Sprog — og Oldtidsfor- 
skning udg. af det philologiskhistoriske 

Samfund. Kj^benhavn : Kleins Forlag. 

i393- 
Early English literature has been so generally 
neglected by Scandinavian scholars that the 
appearance of a Danish work on Chaucer 
deserves a warm welcome at our hands. 
Particularly is this the case when the title- 
page bears the name of Dr. Otto Jespersen. 
The favorable impression made by this author's 
recent treatment of the English case is re- 
peated here. While not pretending to be 
either an original contribution to the study of 
Chaucer, or a full account of what has been 
accomplished in this direction by other 
scholars, Dr. Jespersen's monograph may 
serve as an admirable guide to Danish 
students of our first great modern poet. The 
author has carefully considered and compared 
the claims of the various theories with regard 
to Chaucer's life and works and while many 
may fail to accept the result reached by him, 
all must at least acknowledge their perfect 
honesty. One strange omission among the 
authorities consulted should not be allowed to 
pass unnoticed. Although the author quotes 
from Bierfreund's ' Kulturbserere,' a Danish 
work published in 1892, he makes no mention 
of Lounsbury's 'Studies in Chaucer,' which 
appeared in the same year. 

In examining a work of this kind, the first 
question that naturally suggests itself is the 
apportioning of space to the various topics, 
and this particularly in the first part, the 
biographical. While this is largely a matter 
of individual judgment, it would seem unwise 
to devote less than half a page to the vexed 
question of the date of Chaucer's birth, four 
pages to the far less important claim of the 
poet's marital unhappiness, and less than a 
page to the date of his marriage and the 
identity of his wife. 

After dismissing with appropriate brevity the 
claim for 1328 as the year of Chaucer's birth, 



in connection with which he repeats the 
misstatement with regard to the occurrence of 
this date on the monument in the Abbey, the 
author proceeds to consider the significance of 
the record of Chaucer's oath. Giving only 
the first statement in this, which is rather 
misleadingly translated " godt og vel fyrre," 
he adopts the date 1345, without stating the 
possibility of an earlier date. 

In his study of the poet's works, to which 
three quarters of the space has wisely been 
devoted, Dr. Jespersen shows discrimination 
in selection, and critical taste in exposition. 
This latter quality is especially displayed in 
the admirable parallel drawn between the 
Decameron and the Canterbury Tales. Had 
Dr. Jespersen been acquainted with Louns- 
bury's work he would have found his argu- 
ments in favor of the independence of the 
tales anticipated, and his case against the 
English and Germans mightily strengthened. 
Special note should be taken of the graceful 
translation of two Chaucerian rondeaux by 
Niels Moller, printed here for the first time. 

We shall look forward with interest to 
further English studies by Dr. Jespersen. 

Daniel Kilham Dodge. 

University of Illinois. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE LEGEND OF THE HOL Y GRAIL. 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes: 

Sirs : — In my paper on "The Legend of the 
Holy Grail " in Vol. viii., No. 1 of the Publi- 
cations of the Modern Language Association, 
I have spoken of the Thornton Sir Perceval in 
terms which I fear may lead to a misunder- 
standing. I do not, of course, claim for this 
poem in its present form such antiquity as my 
unguarded statements might lead one to 
suppose, and it is for the purpose of forestall- 
ing criticism that I beg space for this note. 
An unhappy peculiarity of all the Holy Grail 
romances, even of Chrestien's and of the 
mabinogi, is that they are none of them 
originals. The English poem, Sir Perceval of 
Galles, is contained in the Thornton Manu- 
script, a book compiled, about 1440, by Robert 
Thornton, of East Newton, Yorkshire. Its 
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